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Kris Morris and his distinctive voice
The man has something to say. In fact, Kris Morris has a few albums worth of words and wisdom - showcasing his many moods as a songwriter. Known as
eccentric, charismatic and a peerless songwriter, Kris has received many strong reviews drawing comparisons to Ray Lamontagne, Ryan Adams and Bob Dylan.
Liezl Maclean
Your new single is due to hit the shelves next
month, tell us more about it?
The single is called “Someone Sometimes’ and
will be available from my website krismorris.
com as a free download on May 5. I really just
want people to get their hands on it. I started
writing it when I was bored in a hotel room in
Manchester waiting to do a set for the BBC up
there. The song taps into the feelings of being
alone and as I wrote it I was thinking a lot about
the process of leaving home in Australia too
- how that affects you and what you learn from
it. Back in Australia the idea of loneliness was
one I just never understood - with all my friends
and family around I guess I felt smug and
comfortable. The song talks about the process of
having all that stripped back.
How were you exposed to music growing up?
My dad is a fantastic guitar player who played
in bands in the 70’s and just loves music. He
still plays a mean guitar - particularly acoustic
fingerstyle stuff. There were always guitars in
the house and we were always playing... I mean
always playing. My mum and sister couldn’t
watch TV without guitar racket going on. To this
day my sister pulls a weird face at the mention
of the word ‘guitar’. Very sad.
How would you describe the music that you
are producing?
It’s honest, rootsy acoustic music with lots of
heart.
You will be playing at many venues the
upcoming months – which dates are you
really looking forward to?
I’m looking forward to the gig at the Bedford on
May 7. It’s got a healthy reputation for putting
on great music. My favourite place to play
though is a music night put on Tuesday nights
at the Goldhawk Arms near Shepherds Bush.
It’s a lovely space and the folks that put it on are
super friendly and love music. I can honestly
say it’s restored my faith in gigging! Everyone
should check out The Goldhawk Sessions at The
Goldhawk Arms.
Was there a particular artist, group or clutch
of bands that inspired you to take music up as
a career?
I absolutely love Bob Dylan and there are
certain records that he has made that have meant
a lot to me over the years. He’s the Don. And
he has such a unique voice - I find that very

encouraging indeed. More recently Ray
Lamontagne is an artist that has really
inspired me. He’s totally true to himself,
has a great voice, a brilliant beard and
fantastic songs. I saw him do a solo show
at Union Chapel where people were
just hanging off the edge of their seats.
It totally floored me and served up just
how great a guy and a guitar can be.
Inspirational.
Name three of your biggest influences?
Bob Dylan, Neil Finn, Paul Kelly
What is the strangest thing that has
ever happened to you during a gig?
I took a mobile phone call part way
through a song once. I felt it buzzing in
my pocket and just felt that the phone
call seemed more important than the gig.
I stopped the song and had a great chat to
my mate Dave. Was really good to catch
up.
What makes you groove?
I love anything played from the heart
- anything that’s done with passion and
honesty. I also love classic guitar hero
stuff - David Gilmour, Hendrix, old
school Clapton – guitar playing that
brings a little tear to your eye.
What do you think is
going to blow
us away this
year?
My album. We’ll
start recording it
in the summer. I
can’t wait.
What was the first
album you ever
purchased?
I bought a Jimi Hendrix
compilation called
“Cornerstones”. Honest.
Kris gigs regularly in
London and around
the UK, playing venues
including Union Chapel
Islington, FOPP Records
Tottenham Court Rd and
Halfmoon Putney. For more
information visit
www.krismorris.com

